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our mission:  òThe Boone County Chamber of Commerce' mission is to enhance the 
economic vitality and quality of  life in Boone Countyó 

CE T RIVIA : 
 

In what year did President William McKinley speak in Boone?  

ANSWER ON PAGE 15  

FROM  THE  D ESK  OF  THE  D IRECTOR                

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS   

L IST  OF  EVENTS / P UFFERBILLY  D AYS APPAREL  

M EMBER  SPOTLIGHT  

OGDEN  REPORT /N EWS  IN  A NUTSHELL /  

NEW  M EMBERS  

PRESIDENTS  PERSPECTIVE / M ADRID  UPDATE /  

M EMBER  BENEFIT  

CHAMBER  CONNECT  

BOONE   AMBASSADORS / O GDEN  AMBASSADORS  

ISU E XTENSION  ̄BUSINESS  AFTER  H OURS  

NON -PROFIT  OF  THE  M ONTH  

CVB H APPENINGS  

BUSINESS  AFTER  HOURS  

RAGBRAI   

ЕГДЛ .ĈÁėÕ Ĉã 5ìėÙÏġĈėě 
aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ YŜƭƭȅΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘϝ 
.ƛƭƭ DŜōƘŀǊǘΣ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘϝ 
/ǊŀƛƎ 5ƻǿƴǎΣ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊϝ 

WŀƳƛŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
!ǊƛŎ wŜƛŎƪǎ 

aŀǊƪ {ŎƘƴŜƛŘŜǊ 
!Ƴȅ [ŀƴŘŀǎ 
5ƻǳƎ [ŀǳϝ 
WŜŀƴƴŀ ²ŀǊǊƛŎƪ 
tŜǊǊȅ hǾŜǊǘƻƴϝ 
.ŜŎŎŀ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ 
aŀǊŀ aŀŎYŀȅ 
[ƻƛǎ tƻǿŜǊǎ 

 
ϝ9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎ 

 

9Ķ-hããìÏìĈ 
5ǊΦ .ǊŀŘ aŀƴŀǊŘΣ  5ǊΦ 5ǊŜǿ bŜƭǎƻƴΣ .ƛƭƭ {ƪŀǊŜ 

 
/éÁāÎÙė {ġÁãã 
YǳǊǘ wΦ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ 
9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

9ƳŀƛƭΥ  ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊϪōƻƻƴŜƛƻǿŀΦǳǎ 
 

!ƭȅǎǎŀ YƴǳŘǎŜƴ 
aƎǊΦ ƻŦ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ  ŜǾŜƴǘǎϪōƻƻƴŜƛƻǿŀΦǳǎ 

 
YǊƛǎ .ƭƻŎƪŜǊ 

aƎǊΦ ƻŦ aŜƳōŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ /±. 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ  ƻŶŎŜϪōƻƻƴŜƛƻǿŀΦǳǎ 

 

/ĈĂġÁÏġ ¦ě 
¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƛǎ  

ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ   
.ƻƻƴŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ 
фло {ǘƻǊȅ {ǘǊŜŜǘ  μ  .ƻƻƴŜΣ Lƻǿŀ рллос 

tƘƻƴŜΥ рмрΦпонΦоопн  
ŜǾŜƴǘǎϪōƻƻƴŜƛƻǿŀΦǳǎ 
ǿǿǿΦōƻƻƴŜƛƻǿŀΦǳǎ 
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mailto:events@booneiowa.us
http://www.booneiowa.us/


 

 

 

More than 40 years ago a group of retail members of the Boone Chamber came up with an idea to launch a new promotion, called          
Pufferbilly DaysÊ.  Through the years the festival had grown from a small park area to several streets to events held across many parts of 
town.  At one time is was lauded as one f Iowaôs biggest festivals.  As we approach the 2018 celebration much of what makes the event 
successful remain the same, but a few changes are in store. 
 
After many years of discussing the validity of having óPufferô run for four days, the Steering Committee elected to start on a Friday this year 
as opposed to its traditional Thursday kick-off.  In truth Thursday activities did not draw very large crowds, and being on a school night kept 
many families away from anything that ran past 9pm.  In addition, giving our logistics volunteers one more day to set-up the downtown area 
means that for the first time in decades all of our volunteers will be able to enjoy the entire Labor Day weekend without having to work   
downtown on the prior Sunday.  The Steering Committee made other changes as well.  The Food Court moves into the entertainment area 
for 2018 meaning everyone can enjoy the music and events insider that area while also taking in some fantastic food stuffs.  To accomplish 
this weôll modify the parking area to utilize its entirety from east to west allowing more people to congregate.  The carnival makes a shift to 
the east coming nearly all the way to Story Street and this year, staying open on Sunday!  This has been requested for years and the      
committee heard those families.  Operating the carnival and food court on Sunday means that dayôs activities will provide a stronger pull into 
the downtown area later into the day.  The Puffer Steering Committee also took under advisement the input of community members in  
bringing back the Lip Sync contest and the Spike Driving contest.  Both were huge favorites in years past and weôre glad to have them back 
for 2018. 
 
The return of those two events is directly related to the energy and enthusiasm of local volunteers who are willing to chair the events and 
make sure they provide value to the festival.  Many events come and go as a direct correlation to the volunteers willing to oversee 
them.  Volunteers are the lifeblood of the festival.  Most of our Logistics crew has been with us for more than ten years, some as long as 
twenty.  But here is a point to be made:  THEY ARENôT GETTING ANY YOUNGER.  Our average age is nearly 60 years!   
 
For Pufferbilly DaysÊ to continue to be one of Iowaôs best community festivals it is going to take the next generation of volunteers to make it 
happen.  Can you help?  Do you know someone who can bring new energy and a few handyman skills to the table?  Weôve made             
volunteering about as fun and easy to do as ever with many opportunities only requiring an hour or two on a single day.  I encourage you to 
give this some thought as we take Pufferbilly DaysÊ into the next 40 years.         

ñKurt Phillips, Executive Director 
Boone County Chamber of Commerce 
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our vision:  òTo be the leading resource for industrial, retail, tourism, and community   

betterment initiatives throughout Boone Countyó 
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3 

 
Executive  

Meeting 

8:15AM 

4 

5 6 

 
 

7 
Ambassadors 

9:30AM 
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9 
Chamber 

CONNECT 

11:30AM 

10 

 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
Chamber 

Board  

Meeting 

11:30AM 

 

CVB Meeting  

7:30AM 

14 
Ambassadors 

9:30AM 
 

Pufferbilly Days 

Meeting 

7:30AM 
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New Teacher 

Breakfast 

 

17 
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21 

 
Ambassadors 

    9:30AM 

 

Business After 

Hours 

4:30-6pm 

ISU Extension 

22 
 

23 
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Ambassadors 

9:30AM 

 

Pufferbilly Days 

Meeting 

7:30AM 
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717 8th Street  ·  (515) 432-1220 
 
 www.bankofthewest.com 

August 9 - Chamber CONNECT Seminar 
August 9-19 - CVB at Iowa State Fair  
August 16 - Chamber of Commerce New Teacher Breakfast  
August 21 - BAH - ISU 4-H Extension  
August 28-30 Farm Progress Show 
September 1 - All American Car Show  
September 1-3 - Madrid Labor Day Celebration  
September 3 - Labor Day (Chamber Closed)  
September 3-8 - IMCA Super Nationals  
September 7-9 - Pufferbilly Days Celebration  
September 25 - BAH - Boone High School 
September 27 - Chamber HS Tour  
October 4 - Chamber HS Tour  
October 16 - BA5 - Fareway  
October 25 - Downtown Retailers Trick or Treat Night 
November 1 - Harvest Omelet Breakfast  
November 6 - BA5 - Hy-Vee  
November 22 - Thanksgiving (Chamber Closed 22 & 23) 
November 29 - Holiday Lighted Parade  
December 1 - Ogden Christmas on Main  
December 3 - Madridôs Christmas Extravaganza  
December 6 - Chamber CONNECT Seminar 
December 11 - BAH - APC 
December 25 - Christmas (Chamber Closed) 
 
 

Please send your event dates for 2018 to: events@booneiowa.us. 
Event dates subject to change. More information of times, dates 

and places of Boone events and businesses is  available from the 
Boone County Chamber Office and at www.booneiowa.us.  Updates 
are also available at the Caboose Information center on South Story 

Street from Memorial Day to Labor Day. 
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LIST OF EVENTS 

Pufferbilly Days Apparel: Available NOW! 
Visit www.pufferbillydays.com to order. 

Limited supply at memorabilia booth during festival.   

http://www.booneiowa.us/

